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Manufacturer: 
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals 

Generic Name: 
Clopidogrel bisulfate 

Date Approved: 
November 17, 1997 

Status: 
On the market 
 
Approved Uses: 
Heart attack prevention 
Stroke reduction 
Anti clotting 

Serious Side Effects: 
Ulcers 
Collapse of blood system 

Related Topics:  
Defective Drugs 
  

 

The Case Against Plavix:  

A study to be published in The New England Journal of Medicine 
found patients taking Plavix, a popular and expensive antistroke 
drug, and experience more than 12 times as many ulcers as 
patients who take aspirin plus a heartburn pill. 
 
Up to half of those now taking Plavix do so because their doctors 
assume that Plavix is safer on the stomach than aspirin, said Dr. 
Francis K. L. Chan, the study's lead author. The American 
College of Cardiology and the American Heart Association 
recommend that heart and stroke patients at risk of developing 
ulcers be given Plavix instead of aspirin. 
 
The new study suggests that the guidelines should be changed, 
and that many of those who are taking Plavix should consider 
switching to aspirin plus a heartburn pill, Dr. Chan said. 
 
Dr. Chan found 320 patients whose ulcers had healed and gave 
half of them Plavix and half of them aspirin plus Nexium, a 
heartburn pill. Thirteen of the patients taking Plavix, or 8.6%, 
experienced renewed ulcer bleeding during the year while just 
one, or 0.7%, of those taking aspirin and Nexium had an ulcer 
bleed. 

If you or a loved one has been injured by Plavix, Parker & 
Waichman, LLP will evaluate your case for free. Click here for a 
free, no obligation, case evaluation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://yourlawyer.com/practice_areas/defective_drugs/
http://www.yourlawyer.com/contact/form/87
http://www.yourlawyer.com/contact/form/87


Plavix (Clopidogrel bisulfate) 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 

Clopidogrel, which is often prescribed under the brand name Plavix® (clopidogrel bisulfate), is 
a potent oral antiplatelet agent often used in the treatment of coronary artery disease, 
peripheral vascular disease, and cerebrovascular disease. 

Pharmacology 

The mechanism of action of clopidogrel is irreversible blockade of the adenosine diphosphate 
(ADP) receptor on platelet cell membranes. This receptor is named P2Y12 and is important in 
platelet aggregation, the cross-linking of platelets by fibrin. The blockade of this receptor 
inhibits platelet aggregation. 

Two hours after a single dose of oral Plavix®, platelet inhibition can be demonstrated. 

Pregnancy category 

Clopidogrel is pregnancy category B. This means that in animal models, there is no risk of 
adverse effects in doses equivalent to doses that a pregnant female would ingest. The 
implication is that the medication is probably safe to administer during human pregnancy. It is 
currently unknown whether clopidogrel is excreted in human breast milk. 

Adverse effects 

Serious adverse effects that are associated with clopidogrel include: 

Severe neutropenia (Incidence: 5/10,000) 

Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) (Incidence: 4/1,000,000 patients treated) 

Hemorrhage - The incidence of hemorrhage is increased by the co-administration of aspirin.  

Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage (Incidence: 2.0%) 

Cerebral Hemorrhage (Incidence: 0.1 to 0.4%) 

Most consensus-based therapeutic guidelines recommend the use of clopidogrel, over 
aspirin, in patients requiring antiplatelet therapy but with a history of gastric ulceration due to 
the lower incidence of gastric ulceration associated with the use of clopidogrel vs aspirin. A 
recent study has shown that in patients with healed aspirin-induced ulcers, however, patients 
receiving aspirin plus the proton pump inhibitor esomeprazole had a lower incidence of 
recurrent ulcer bleeding than patients receiving clopidogrel. (Chan et al., 2005) 
 
If you or a loved one has been injured by Plavix, Parker & Waichman, LLP will evaluate your 
case for free. Click here for a free, no obligation, case evaluation.  
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